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W88-0601.  Illinois, Berwyn.  First Reformed Church. 
 Records, 1853-1938.  1.50 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Started by Dutch settlers as the First Reformed Church of Chicago, this still-active 
Berwyn, Illinois, church recorded its minutes in Dutch until 1929.  The collection consists mainly 
of books of minutes from 1853 to 1938.  It also contains certificates for baptism, confirmation, 
and other church functions, as well as correspondence and a report.  Most documents are in 
Dutch. 
 
Accession No:  W88-0601 
Provenance:  Berwyn First Reformed Church 
Donor:   Western Theological Seminary 
Processed by:  Michael Douma, May 2001 
 
History  
 
 Started by Dutch settlers as the First Reformed Church of Chicago, this still-active 
Berwyn, Illinois church recorded its minutes in Dutch until 1929. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 This collection consists mainly of books containing the minutes of Berwyn First 
Reformed Church from 1853 to 1938.  It also contains certificates for baptism, confirmation, and 
other church functions, as well as correspondence and a report.  Most of the documents are in 
Dutch. 
 
Container List 
 
Church Documents and Notes, 1866-1938 
Meetings 
  1930-1932 
  1932-1933 
  1933-1934 
Record Books of Minutes 
  1853-1866 (in Dutch) (includes original book and four folders of photocopies) 
1881-1899 (in Dutch) 
1900-1913 (in Dutch) 
1913-1926 (in Dutch) 
1926-1936 (in Dutch until 1929) 
  1935-1938 
